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In an undoubtedly cyclical process, numerous recent publications invite us to "rethink" or "revisit"
historiography of architecture?, seeking to go beyond monographic approaches, criticism of architectural
objects and the presentation of architectural movements. Their aim is to apprehend the architectural field
through the prism of current social concerns within the late, complex modernities (whatever prefixes are
often attached to them).?

For almost two decades now, postcolonial® (or even decolonial) studies and environmental studies, , as well
as gender studies, have penetrated the discipline with force, to the point where some evoke the
emergence of "new" or "alternative" histories® . It now seems necessary to take a reflective and critical look

at architecture in the light of current concerns.
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From historiography to the epistemology of history, what are the "new problems, new approaches, new
objects" - taking up and updating the propositions of Pierre Nora and Jacques Le Goff - new periodizations,
new geographical areas of architectural history?

This symposium aims to clarify the complexity of these narratives, which are both plural and situated, in
order to better understand the methodological questions they raise and the contemporary issues they
illuminate. It will question these new data and make them resonate with approaches that claim to be
postcolonial and/or environmental. It will examine the epistemological implications of the use of certain
notions, such as the anthropocene®, and their mobilization in the field of architectural research. In what
way, where and how might environmental and decolonial thinking come together to encourage the
exploration of uncharted aspects of history? Malcom Ferdinand invites us to think about "decolonial
ecology" from a Caribbean perspective, using decolonial critique and struggles against cultural and racist
discrimination as a lever for environmental struggles® . Given that modernity is intrinsically colonial in its
relationship with the world, and is driven by a Eurocentric universalism, this symposium will also examine
the possibility of certain architectural modernities being postcolonial, or even decolonial. Current historical
approaches that challenge Eurocentrism and attempt to redefine certain fundamentals of the architectural
discipline - in the diversity of its meanings, scales and modalities - will be at the heart of the symposium.
The symposium also intends to explore the impact these new postures may have on the relationship
between, on the one hand, attempts to rewrite great histories of architecture using a “Braudelian” long-
term approach’ - with works that are also "mainstream"® - and, on the other hand, examples of more micro-

historical approaches® .

In our view, the new decolonial and environmental histories represent an opportunity to reaffirm the role of
the historian as a committed intellectual: in particular, for the history of architecture, they provide an
opportunity to reconsider certain meanings of the architectural discipline, notably the notion of the project,

and the architect's knowledge, practices and forms of action in the "present time".
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Areas for consideration

1 - Postcolonial or decolonial histories of architecture

A growing number of publications attempt to write a history of architecture, cities and territories from a
global perspective (in a dynamic akin to the "global turn")!. They highlight the transnational movement of
people and ideas through non-unilateral exchanges, using concepts such as "cultural transfer" and
"creolization", coined by Michel Espagne and Edouard Glissant respectively!?, and inviting us to observe
postures that fall somewhere between borrowing and imposition?. At the turn of the 21% century, Dipesh

Chakrabarty called for the "provincialization of Europe"*?

and Sibel Bozdogan for a rethinking of conceptions
of architectural history through the prism of the "postcolonial challenge", i.e., to open up and decentralize
the canons of history, without lapsing into identity-based essentialization.

Since then, numerous works have questioned the relationship with the "Other" and the writing of "another
history of the world", overturning obsolete oppositions between North and South, between Eurocentric
universalism and recognition of local specificities and plural otherness'®. Ezra Akcan, for instance, identified
two approaches - one poststructuralist based on the work of Giilsim Nalbaritoglu and the other humanist
based on the work of Sibel Bozdogan - in the introduction of postcolonial approaches in the history of
architecture?®. For our part, through the contributions of this international symposium we hope, on the one
hand, to open up the field of reflection for understanding the temporal, spatial and cultural oversights,
erasures and unthinking of architectural history, to contribute to the writing of other histories of
architecture. On the other hand, our goal is to begin to draw up the critical and methodological

cartographies of histories that endeavor to make explicit who is speaking and from where.

Our aim is to explore the possibility of a radical decolonization of historiography.
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2 - Environmental histories of architecture

In recent decades, environmental history has sought to explore "the multiple dimensions of man's
interactions with nature”’’, while at the same time demonstrating the importance of breaking out of the
Western nature-culture dualism®®. However, the boundaries of this field are porous and constantly being
guestioned, as it both irrigates and feeds on many other disciplines. If "urban history, which goes against
the grain of a history in pieces, is in itself an exercise in synthesis"'®, environmental history is even more
ambitious, proposing spatial and temporal framings that are unusual in their scope. Climate change is a
reminder that the urban question goes hand in hand with an ecological question, the scale of which is very
different from that of the industrial era, with its trail of pollution. It is no longer enough to think about the
city “in” its territory, more or less extensive, since this territory has become the entire planet.

What's more, the ecological challenge calls into question production methods in the building industry, one
of the most polluting sectors, and requires a transformation of the world of architecture and its practices.
This makes multidisciplinary approaches all the more necessary. The notion of environment, where natural
data and human artificiality intermingle, is taking its place at the heart of the architectural project and
redefining it. The history of architecture cannot escape this new interpretative paradigm. The major
guestion to be addressed by this symposium is: what does environmental history have to do with the
history of architecture?

Environmental history has undoubtedly focused attention on new "actors" such as the earth, raw materials,
energy resources, materials and living or inanimate non-humans. First of all, the colloquium would like to
investigate to which extent this shift enables us to better understand the relationships between architecture
and "what surrounds it" over time, paying close attention to the chosen vocabulary (nature, milieu, Umwelt,
environment, etc.). We would also like to reflect on what practicing architects, historians and theorists
understand by the word "environment", whose meaning changes based on the historical moment, in a
process of co-construction of societies and their contexts, two complementary risks: on the one hand, that
of ideologizing the notion of environment, too often mobilized as a simplistic and reductive interpretative
key, beyond specific temporal and geographical contexts; on the other, the techno-solutionist approach,
often widespread within architectural disciplines.

In this sense, architecture — as a material and “transformative” object par excellence at the heart of the
interaction between man and the earth's resources — links socio-cultural questions to issues of

environmental history, understood as a process driven by the fundamental concept of change.
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Crossroads
Proposals for intervention may fall in two lines of thinking, opening up to cross-cutting topics and
approaches. As shown by several works - such as Conservation in Africa. People, Policies and Practice

(1987)%°, through to more recent research on so-called tropical architectures, such as A Genealogy of

Tropical Architecture: Colonial Networks, Nature and Technoscience (2016)% - postcolonial and

environmental histories are closely linked.
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Practical information

Venue and dates:: Paris Institute for Advanced Study / ENSA Paris-Malaquais, April 9-10-11, 2025.
Conference schedule: 3 days, with 2 sessions per day. Each day will be introduced by a guest lecture. The
sessions will be themed (by axis and/or transversal), and will consist of 4/5 presentations followed by a

discussion.

Application procedure and deadlines

Conference language: English and French

Abstract submission: January 15, 2025

Proposals for contributions should be sent no later than January 15, 2025 to ieanewhistories@gmail.com
They should be written in English or French. Each proposal, in a single .pdf file, must specify the theme and
include name, email address, professional affiliation, address, telephone number, a short scientific
biography (200 words max.) of the author, a title and a 500-word abstract. The abstract will be used to
assess the relevance of the proposal, and should include a research question, methodology,
corpus/sources/field and bibliographical references.

The file must be named as follows: Axe (1 or 2 according to your choice or 1+2), hyphen, surname.

Response to selected candidates: early February 2025

Extended abstract sent: April 2, 2025

Text between 1,500 and 2,000 words, in English or French, outlining the oral presentation and the general
structure of the article to come, including an essential bibliography. It will be a prerequisite for the drafting
of papers for publication in the proceedings, which will be subject to a selection process after the

colloquium. Precise editorial standards for extended abstracts will be sent at a later date.
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